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Students with disabilities have long had the right, under the federal 
Individuals with disabilities education act (Idea), to attend private 
schools at public expense if the public schools in their community are 
unable to provide them with appropriate special educational services. 
But less than 1 percent of students with disabilities have such private 
placements, in part because these placements can be costly, complicated, 
and time-consuming to obtain under the existing law.

































































































































Table 1. demographic Characteristics of McKay Voucher Students 
Race/Ethnicity McKay Students
All Florida Special 
Education Students All Florida Students
White 49% 49% 48%
Black 29% 27% 23%
Hispanic 19% 20% 23%
All	Other 	 3% 	 4% 	 6%
Disability Diagnosis
Specific	Learning	Disabled 39% 45%
Speech	Impaired 	 7% 14%
Language	Impaired 	 8% 	 9%
Emotionally	Handicapped 	 7% 	 7%
Educable	Mentally	Handicapped 	 7% 	 7%
Other	Health	Impaired* 10% 	 4%







Source:	Florida	Department	of	Education,	John M. McKay Scholarship Program February Quarterly Report,	March	2007,	available	online	at	http://www.
floridaschoolchoice.org/Information/McKay/quarterly_reports/mckay_report_feb2007.pdf;	compare	to	Florida	Department	of	Education,	Profiles of 
Florida Public School Districts, 2005–06,	May	2007,	available	online	at	http://www.fldoe.org/eias/eiaspubs/pdf/ssdata06.pdf.









family’s	choosing,	provided states measure and report 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































Require private schools in the McKay program to 
administer state assessments, where appropriate, 















Provide transparent information about schools to 







































Don’t tolerate schools that fail to serve students.	In	
general,	parents	and	children	are	the	primary	beneficiaries	













Ensure that students with disabilities have access to 
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